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Dr. Saizi Xiao (Holly) is an Associate Professor and the Director of External Engagement at the
School of Economics, University of Nottingham Malaysia. A distinguished academic, Dr. Xiao
earned her Bachelor's degree from Hainan University, where she was honored as an
Outstanding Alumna. She went on to receive her Master's and PhD in Development Economics
from the University of Glasgow and University of Malaya, respectively.

Dr. Xiao's research expertise lies in the areas of development economics, labor market reform,
and digital transformation, with a special focus on East Asia and Southeast Asia. Her academic
contributions are widely recognized, with publications in top-tier economic journals such as
Applied Economics, Journal of Policy Modeling, China Economic Review, Feminist Economics,
Structural Change and Economic Dynamics, Asian Development Review, and Empirical
Economics Letters. Her work has also been presented at high-profile national and international
conferences across countries including the United States, Switzerland, Italy, Greece, China,
Russia, Qatar, Australia, South Korea, Singapore, and South Africa.

Beyond her academic achievements, Dr. Xiao is an influential consultant who has led and
contributed to projects for various Malaysian government agencies such as the Ministry of
Higher Education (MoHE), Ministry of Women, Family and Community Development (MWFCD),
and the Malaysian Communications and Multimedia Commission (MCMC). Her consulting work
also extends to international organizations, including the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP), the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), and the ASEAN Secretariat.
Additionally, she serves as an Economic Advisor to the Malaysia Hainan Chamber of Commerce
and as an Associate Researcher with the Federation of Malaysian Manufacturers (FMM).

As a renowned public intellectual, Dr. Xiao is frequently featured as a guest speaker,
commentator and columnist, on major media outlets including Astro Awani, Astro AEC, 8TV,
Bernama, Phoenix TV (Hong Kong), ATV News SEA (Hong Kong), New Straits Times, Sin Chew
Daily, The Star, Nanyang Siang Pau, China Daily, The Business Times (Singapore), AiFM, BFM,
and CityPlus FM. Her media presence covers a wide spectrum of vital issues, such as national
budget, regional economic outlooks, labor market reforms, social protection schemes, and
industrial digital transformation.

Dr. Xiao is also a sought-after speaker at global and domestic forums and roundtables
organized by esteemed institutions such as the United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP), United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), the Department of Statistics Malaysia
(DOSM), and Deloitte etc. In recognition of her outstanding contributions, she was honored as
one of the Women of Excellence Awardees by MCWEA in 2022.
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